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Sir: 

In response to the Examiner's Answer dated November 22, 2006, 
Appellants submit this Reply Brief. The Examiner's Answer indicates the 
allowance or effective allowance of several claims that were rejected in the final 
Office action. The allowance and effective allowance leaves three claims at 
issue: claims 10 and 16-17. In Appellants' Appeal Brief, claim 10 is separately 
argued; however, claim 16 is grouped with claims 17-20, and claim 18 of the 
group is selected as the illustrative claim meaning that no separate argument 
exists regarding claim 16. This Reply Brief thus presents arguments for a new 
group comprising claims 1 6 and 1 7. 
I. CLAIMS 16 AND 17 

Claims 1 6 and 1 7 stand rejected as obvious over allegedly admitted prior 
art, Alcorn and Nakagiri. Claim 16 is representative of this grouping of claims. 
The grouping should not be construed to mean the patentability of any of the 
claims may be determined in later actions (e.g., actions before a court) based on 
the groupings. Rather, the presumption of 35 USC § 282 shall apply to each of 
these claims individually. 
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Claim 16 is directed to a method comprising, "supplying an operating 
system driver during the installation of an operating system by copying the 
operating system driver from a read only memory (ROM) device comprising a 
basic input output system (BIOS) and operating system drivers for a plurality of 
different operating systems." Appellants respectfully submit that their allegedly 
admitted prior art, Alcorn and Nakagiri do not teach or fairly suggest the 
limitations of representative claim 16. For example, providing of operation system 
drivers in Alcorn is during loading of a previously installed operating system, not 
"during the installation of an operating system." In Nakagiri, the operating 
system of the host computer is already executing before the driver is provided, 1 
and even if the claimed "installation" is mischaracterized as loading of a 
previously installed operating system, the driver provided in Nakagiri is not 
"during the installation of an operating system." Thus, the allegedly admitted 
prior art, Alcorn and Nakagiri fail to teach or suggest, "supplying an operating 
system driver during the installation of an operating system ... from a read only 
memory (ROM) device comprising a basic input output system (BIOS) and 
operating system drivers for a plurality of different operating systems." 

Based on the foregoing, Appellants respectfully submit that the rejections 
of the claims in this grouping be reversed, and the claims set for issue. 
II. CONCLUSION 

It is believed that no extensions of time or fees are required, beyond 
those that may otherwise be provided for in documents accompanying this 
paper. However, in the event that additional extensions of time are necessary 
to allow consideration of this paper, such extensions are hereby petitioned 
under 37 CFR § 1.136(a), and any fees required (including fees for net addition 
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of claims) are hereby authorized to be charged to Hewlett-Packard 
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